
 
 
 

  

Prep Médico Pipeline Program 
Office for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, UC Davis Health 

4800 2nd Avenue, Suite 2300, Sacramento, CA 95817 | 916-734-2743 | hs-prepmedico@ucdavis.edu 
 

 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 
 
 
I am currently a sophomore, but after the spring semester, I will be considered a junior. Can I still apply to 
the Prep Médico program?  
Yes, rising junior students can apply to the Prep Médico program for this summer.  
 

I am currently attending a state school. Is the program only available to UC students?  
The Prep Médico program is offered to all freshmen and sophomore students from the Community Colleges, 
California State Universities and the University of California schools.  
 

I am currently attending an international school. Can I still apply?  
Applicants must be residing in the Central Valley or Northern California.  
 

I currently reside in southern California. Can I still apply?  
The extensive research completed for this program shows that the Northern and Central Valley regions have 
the greatest need for physicians. Therefore, at this time, the funding for our program will invest in the students 
who live and attend college in these regions.  
 

Can DACA students apply to the program?  
Yes, DACA students are welcome to apply to the Prep Médico program.  
 

Can my high school chemistry and/or biology courses count towards the Prep Médico course requirements?  
We are not accepting high school level courses to substitute the science or English requirements for our 
program.  
 

I am currently in the process of finishing my General Biology/General Chemistry course. Can I still apply, or 
do I need to wait until the course is on my official transcript?  
We recommend that you submit your unofficial transcript upon applying to the program. If you are accepted 
into the program, you will need to submit another copy showing your final grade and successful completion of 
the course.  
 

I am a college freshman and have not taken any English classes, but I have both General Chemistry and 
General Biology. Can I still apply to the Prep Médico program?  
The requirements are the completion of either General Chemistry OR General Biology, in addition to English. 
 

My GPA is lower than 2.85. Can I still apply to the program? 
We encourage all students to apply. The Admissions Committee will review all applications. 
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Can I take summer school classes during the program? 
Students will NOT be able to take summer school classes, or work during the program. This is an intensive 6-
week program, and students will be in classes from 8:00am-5:00pm (Mon-Fri), and include evening and 
weekend activities.  
 

What does “first generation, historically disadvantaged background” mean?  
Generally, students in this status also qualify for financial aid such as Pell grants, BOG grants, EOP grants, etc. 
The Faculty committee who will be reviewing the applications will determine the eligibility of each applicant.  
 

What is a college financial aid letter? What do I need to do?  
Generally, students receive a financial aid award letter from their campus at the beginning of the academic 
year. This letter will outline the types of funding awarded to each student from their Pell Grant, BOG grants, 
EOP grants, work study, loans, etc. Please contact your Financial Aid Office to obtain a copy of your 2017-2018 
grants and scholarships.  
 

I am not currently receiving financial aid at my home institution. Can I still apply to the Prep Médico 
program?  
All students are encouraged to apply. However, applicants will be required to provide evidence of financial 
need – for example: government subsidies, unemployment, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).  
 

Can the uploaded transcripts be unofficial transcripts?  
Yes, you can upload unofficial transcripts. However, if you are accepted into the program, you will need to 
submit another copy showing your final grade and successful completion of the course(s).  
 

What will the Prep Médico program cover?  
The Prep Médico program does its best to cover housing and transportation to and from the dorms to the UC 
Davis Medical Center for all accepted students. Any additional expenses such as laundry, meals and weekend 
excursions will be the responsibility of the student.  
 

Is there a guideline that should be followed for the letters of recommendation? Is there a limit of how long 
the letters need to be?  
The letters should be no longer than 1-2 pages. You should share the Prep Médico website with the 
professionals who will write your letters so that they have a full picture of the program. Letters of 
recommendation must be in PDF format, and include the writer’s signature.  
 
A guideline for letters of recommendation can be found on our Prep Médico Application Resources page.  
 

To whom should the letter of recommendation be addressed?  
If you do not wish to upload your letter of recommendation with your application, or if your recommender 
would like to send it to us directly, they can be emailed to: hs-prepmedico@ucdavis.edu.  
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Do the letters of recommendation need to be from professors, or can they be from other faculty/staff, or 
work supervisors?  
Letters of recommendation can be written by professionals who can speak to your academic and professional 
goals. Professors, counselors, mentors and supervisors from health-related or community-related internships, 
shadowing or work experiences are acceptable. Please see our Application Resources page for our Letter of 
Recommendation Guidelines.  
 

Do we need to physically mail in any part of the application?  
No documents are required to be mailed to our office.  
 

While filling out the application, can I go back, or will the system not allow this, once I click “Next”?  
You should be able to return to the previous page, however, we cannot guarantee that this will work each 
time. It is best to ensure you’ve fully completed each page before submitting your application. Once 
submitted, you will not be able to update your application.  
 

I’ve submitted my application. Is there anything else that I need to submit?  
There are no additional documents required at this time. However, it is highly encouraged that all applicants 
have up-to-date immunization records, as accepted students will need to provide proof of immunization   
4 weeks prior to the start of the program.  
 
Immunization requirement details can be found on our Application Resources page.  
 
NOTE: Costs associated with required testing and immunizations are the responsibility of the student. 
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